ISSN: 2582-7219

International Journal of Multidisciplinary
Research in Science, Engineering and Technology

(A Monthly, Peer Reviewed, Refereed, Scholarly Indexed, Open Access Journal)

Impact Factor: 9.864 Volume 9, Issue S, May 2026



©2026 IJMRSET | Volume 9, Issue 5, May 2026| DOI:10.15680/IJMRSET.2026.0905083

IENIVHPELYZYPAL AN | www.ijmrset.com | Impact Factor: 9.864| ESTD Year: 2018|

Ao International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research in
“FL s Science, Engineering and Technology (IJMRSET)

A S
IIMBSE (A Monthly, Peer Reviewed, Refereed, Scholarly Indexed, Open Access Journal)

Human Experiences and Identity in
Rabindarnath Tagore's Poetry

Shailja, Dr Satkala
Research Scholar of English in Shri khushal Das University, Hanumangarh, Rajasthan, India
Research Guide of English in Shri khushal Das University, Hanumangarh, Rajasthan, India

ABSTRACT: Rabindarnath Tagore believed that spiritual and ethical values could bridge the divide between East and
West, ensuring India's voice was that of a civilization contributing to global humanism rather than just a colonized entity.
His poems, especially in Gitanjali, transcend boundaries of nation, religion, and time. Tagore’s poetry captures the full
range of human emotions—Iove, loss, joy, spirituality, and longing. He presents everyday experiences as deeply
meaningful: Spiritual longing: In Gitanjali, the human soul seeks union with the divine, reflecting a shared existential
quest.

The present paper is an honest attempt to attract the attention of the readers towards the Influence of culture, identity and
human experiences Tagore’s poetry.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Rabindranath Tagore, often referred to as the Bard of Bengal, stands as one of the most eminent figures in world literature
and culture. Born in 1861 in Calcutta (now Kolkata), Tagore's prolific literary career spanned over six decades, during
which he produced an extensive body of work encompassing poetry, music, drama, essays, and novels. Tagore's
significance transcends the boundaries of literature; he is revered not only as a poet but also as a philosopher, educator,
musician, and social reformer.

Nature and simplicity: Poems celebrate ordinary life—fields, rivers, seasons it turning them into symbols of inner peace.

Suffering and hope: Tagore portrays pain not as defeat but as a path to growth and understanding. In other words, the
world has gradually moved towards the re-fashioning of the global order on the basis of the work of Tagore and his
contemporaries.

Nature and Unity: His poetry highlights a fundamental unity of truth, beauty, and goodness found in the diversity of the
world, seeing the same "stream of life" in both humans and nature.
Tagore's work, including his focus on cultural dialogue, continues to inform modern discussions about diaspora,
globalization, and the need for inclusivity in an age dominated by conflict and polarization. Tagore believed that spiritual
and ethical values could bridge the divide between East and West, ensuring India's voice was that of a civilization
contributing to global humanism rather than just a colonized entity.

Nature and Unity: His poetry highlights a fundamental unity of truth, beauty, and goodness found in the diversity of the
world, seeing the same "stream of life" in both humans and nature.

Tagore's work, including his focus on cultural dialogue, continues to inform modern discussions about diaspora,
globalization, and the need for inclusivity in an age dominated by conflict and polarization.

Human Experience

The Migrant as Humanist: In Kabuliwala, Tagore depicts the Afghan merchant Rahamat, a migrant in Calcutta, not
merely as a foreign trader, but as a father suffering from the longing for his homeland and daughter. His migration
experience highlights universal emotions like nostalgia and love, bridging the gap between a rugged Afghan seller and a
young Bengali girl.
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Empathy Beyond Boundaries: Tagore highlights how migration forces a re-evaluation of identity, where the migrant
carries their homeland while negotiating new, unfamiliar landscapes. His work suggests that common humanity is found
in shared struggles and feelings rather than national belonging.

II. IDENTITY

Tagore redefines identity as something fluid and expansive, not limited by rigid labels.

Personal identity: He emphasizes self-realization and inner freedom.

National identity: While he loved India, he critiqued narrow nationalism and promoted a broader human identity.
Spiritual identity: His poems often suggest that true identity lies in unity with the universe or divine.

According to Tagore's poetry explores the complexities of individual and collective identity, probing questions of
selfhood, belonging, and cultural heritage.

In poems such as "The Child," Tagore reflects on the fluidity of identity and the interconnectedness of past, present,
and future:

"The child who is decked with prince's robes and who has jeweled chains round his neck loses all pleasure in his
play;

his dress hampers him at every step. In fear that it may be frayed, or stained with dust he keeps himself from the
world, and is afraid even to move. Mother, it is no gain, thy bondage of finery,

if it keep one shut off from the healthful dust of the earth,

if it rob one of the right of entrance to the great fair of common human life."

Here, Tagore critiques the constraints of social conventions and material possessions that hinder the free expression of
one's true identity, advocating for a return to simplicity and authenticity.

Visva-Bharati (The World Nest): Tagore’s vision was for cultural exchange, encapsulated in his phrase "Where the
world makes a home in a single nest," which serves as a blueprint for civilization thriving through dialogue rather than
conquest.

Nationalism: Tagore was deeply critical of the aggressive nationalism that leads to "clash of civilizations" and
xenophobia. He argued that cultural exchange—not armies or empires—was the true measure of progress.

Objectives of the Research Paper:
» To explore human experiences in R. N.Tagore's poetry.
» To investigate the identity through R.N.Tagore's poetry.

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research scholar has employed different approaches to analyze Tagore's poetry within the framework of human
experiences, identity and culture studies. It adopt a historical approach, situating Tagore's work within the socio-political
context of colonial Bengal and the nationalist movement. This research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing literary
analysis, performance reviews, and critical discourse analysis to examine Tagore's poetry through identity, human
experiences and cultural exchange.

IV. CONCLUSION

Tagore’s poetry is a significant exploration of what it means to be human. Through his works, he shows that:
v/ Human experiences are universal
v’ Identity is dynamic and inclusive

In conclusion, the exploration of Rabindranath Tagore's poetry through the lens of culture studies reveals the profound
insights embedded within his work and underscores the enduring relevance of his legacy in contemporary cultural
discourse. Tagore believed that spiritual and ethical values could bridge the divide between East and West, ensuring
India's voice was that of a civilization contributing to global humanism rather than just a colonized entity. His poetry
highlights a fundamental unity of truth, beauty, and goodness found in the diversity of the world, seeing the same "stream
of life" in both humans and nature.
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